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Definition

Redistricting is the process by which new congressional and 
state legislative district boundaries are drawn. All United States 
Representatives and state legislators are elected from political 
divisions called districts. District lines are redrawn every 10 years 
following completion of the United States census. The federal 
government stipulates that districts must have nearly equal 
populations and must not discriminate on the basis of race or 
ethnicity.

-Ballotpedia

https://ballotpedia.org/United_States_Congress
https://ballotpedia.org/State_Legislatures
https://ballotpedia.org/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://ballotpedia.org/United_States_House_of_Representatives


Qualities of Fair Maps

● Partisan Proportionality: 
○ partisan makeup of elected body accurately reflects the electorate

● Racial Proportionality
○ Racial makeup of elected body accurately reflect the electorate

● Competitiveness
○ A high proportion of seats could theoretically be won by multiple parties

● Compactness
○ As closely as possible resemble a circle

● Communities of interest
○ Respect underlying communities



Gerrymandering

Gerrymandering, in U.S. politics, the practice of drawing the boundaries 
of electoral districts in a way that gives one political party an unfair 
advantage over its rivals (political or partisan gerrymandering) or that 
dilutes the voting power of members of ethnic or linguistic minority groups 
(racial gerrymandering).

- Encyclopedia Britannica 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/political-party


ABCs of Gerrymandering

● Cracking: diluting the voting power of the opposing party's supporters 
across many districts

● Packing: concentrating the opposing party's voting power in one 
district to reduce their voting power in other districts

● Both of these have the effect of increasing the number of wasted 
votes for the victim candidate or party

● Wasted votes: votes which are for a losing candidate or party +  
votes for winning candidates in excess of the minimum needed to win.



Visual Example



Louisiana’s 2nd Congressional

Sacrifices 
competitiveness, 
compactness, and 
communities of 
interest in favor of 
racial representation

Baton Rouge

New Orleans



The state senate map in Greater New Orleans

These contorted 
shapes are the result 
of efforts to create 
safe districts for 
Republicans and 
Democrats. None of 
these districts are 
competitive. 
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Process in Louisiana



Better ways to do it



Timeline for 2021-2022 Cycle

● Pandemic delayed census data: now expected in September 2021
● Louisiana redistricting special session likely in February 2022
● What this means:

○ We have plenty of time to build an unstoppable grassroots 
movement that legislators are forced to listen to!

○ We have time to organize for local redistricting!





Action Items

● Write your legislators
○ ENVV will be posting sample letters for you to use and contact 

information for your legislators
● Write letters to the editor of your local paper
● Watch or attend the redistricting hearings (we’ll be publicizing these 

when they’re announced)
● Fairdistrictsla.org

○ Get on our email list
○ Sign the pledge
○ Get your elected officials to sign the pledge


